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Conservancy announces first preserve in Yamhill County
The new 272-acre Yamhill Oaks Preserve will protect oak and prairie—helping safeguard fish and wildlife 
habitats increasingly at risk in the Willamette Valley.

Greg Fitzpatrick learned—quite quickly—that he needs to keep a pair of rubber boots in his work truck.
Fitzpatrick, a land steward for the Conservancy, manages five preserves in the Willamette Valley. But the
new Yamhill Oaks Preserve is the first one that has a large stream. And no bridge.

Deer Creek, a tributary to the Yamhill River and important habitat for fish and other wildlife, runs
through preserve. Healthy populations of the endangered Fender’s blue butterfly and its host plant, the
Kincaid’s lupine, are also found here—across the stream.

Nestled in rolling hills west of McMinnville, Yamhill Oaks Preserve’s native prairie and oak woodlands compose the 
northern Willamette Valley’s first-ever protected area for the endangered Fender’s blue butterfly. © Rick McEwan
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Yamhill Oaks, the Conservancy’s newest preserve an-
nounced in June, provides the first protected reserve
for the butterfly in the northern Willamette Valley. 

“We are thrilled to have a new preserve in the
Willamette Valley,” said Jonathan Soll, Willamette
Basin conservation director for the Conservancy. “As
recently as 150 years ago, prairie and oak savanna cov-
ered most of the Willamette Valley; today less than
two percent of those habitats remain—very little of
which is protected. Fortunately, Oregonians are com-
mitted to protecting and enhancing these important
habitats, and this is a great place to do that.”

Already Conservancy ecologists have started more
detailed biological assessments and are developing
management plans for the site, which is located in
rolling hills west of McMinnville in rural Yamhill
County. Site reconnaissance work this summer
revealed more Kincaid’s lupine, a threatened plant,
found on the preserve than originally known. 

“With these additional patches of Kincaid’s lupine,
we’re hoping that Yamhill Oaks Preserve can be a
major site for the Fender’s blue butterfly, which can
help stabilize the butterfly populations in the area,”
Fitzpatrick said.   

At least 27 sensitive species are expected to benefit
from the new preserve and restoration efforts there.
Oregon oak habitats provide food and cover to over
200 species of wildlife, biologists say. Remnants of
Willamette Valley native prairie harbor rare plants
that grow nowhere else on Earth, as well as many
songbirds including the western meadowlark,
Oregon’s state bird. 

For years the property was farmed and used as pas-
ture. With the land acquisition complete, stewards
are beginning restoration work for native prairie, oak
savanna and streamside habitats. The removal and
control of invasive species is also critical, and soon

work will begin to remove Douglas-firs which have
encroached and are overshadowing the oaks.

“As with all of The Nature Conservancy’s preserves,
we want this natural area to be an asset to the com-
munity,” said Soll. “To facilitate that, we’re working
with the Soil and Water Conservation District, local
nonprofits and our neighbors to manage the preserve,
as well as to reach out to other landowners in the area
who want assistance in conserving and restoring fish
and wildlife habitats on their land.”

With a $1 million grant from the Bonneville Power
Administration’s Fish and Wildlife Mitigation pro-
gram and $100,000 from the Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board, the Conservancy purchased the
272-acre property from a private estate for $1.1 mil-
lion. The Conservancy is also working to raise private
funds for a stewardship and research endowment of
$255,000 to support long-term management of the
preserve.

A pioneer cemetery on site contains the graves of the
original homesteaders, Isaac and Cordilla Agee, and
some of their 14 children. The Conservancy will
ensure the cemetery is maintained and made accessi-
ble to family members and researchers. Public access
to the preserve will require prior permission from
The Nature Conservancy. 

To view a slide show and map of Yamhill Oaks
Preserve, visit our Web site, nature.org/oregon.

... Yamhill Oaks Preserve

(continued from p. 1)

In addition to prime oak and prairie habitats, the new Yamhill Oaks Preserve includes 1.5 miles of stream habitats
important to fish and wildlife in the headwaters of Deer Creek, a tributary to the Yamhill River. © Rick McEwan

Oregon in a
changing world

Dear Friend,

As our climate warms, Oregonians are wondering:
How will we be affected? What can we do to make a
difference? In the conservation community we’re ask-
ing those same questions. 

Most discussion of the problem is about how to stem
carbon emissions and slow the warming. The Nature
Conservancy supports national legislation designed to
reduce emissions. And in Oregon, we’re proud that
our state is ahead of most others in adopting ambitious
emission reduction targets.

But there’s an equally critical challenge for conserva-
tion. How do we adapt to changes already underway?
How do we help fish, wildlife and ecosystems thrive in
a warmer world? Some examples:

♦ At higher elevations such as the Cascade Range, pre-
cipitation will fall less as snow and more as rain.
Runoff will occur faster and many seasonal wetlands
will dry sooner. Protecting stream flows, floodplains
and wetlands in key places will help avert impacts on
fish, wildlife and downstream users.

♦ Some species may survive only by moving northward
or up slope. Protecting a strategic network of natural
corridors and buffer areas will help accommodate
these shifts.

♦ Many of Oregon’s forests will be drier and more sus-
ceptible to unnaturally severe fire and pests. Restoring
millions of acres with mechanical thinning and pre-
scribed fire will make our forests more resilient. 

♦ Rising sea levels will drive coastal marshes further
inland. We’ll need to invest in new protected areas
positioned to absorb future changes.

Protecting land and restoring habitats—the work we
do every day—is key to helping species and natural
communities adapt to climate change. But more
research is needed to tell us where the risks are greatest
and what conservation actions will be most strategic.

As a member of Oregon’s Global Warming Commis-
sion, I can assure you Oregonians across our state are
not only ambitious to curb emissions but also anxious
to tackle the challenges of adaptation. One thing is
certain: protecting the Oregon we love in a changing
world will require significant resources, hard work and
a lot of collaboration. I’m proud that the Conservancy
and all our members are part of the solution.

Russell Hoeflich
Vice President and Oregon Director

For conservation strategies to deal with global warming, visit
nature.org/climatechange. For Oregon’s roadmap to address 
global warming, go to www.oregon.gov/energy/gblwrm/gwc/.
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Last fall we announced an innovative plan to return
water to Williamson River Delta Preserve in the
Klamath Basin. See new video and photos of how
explosives helped us reclaim a wetland and restore
two endangered fish—and the progress since—at
our Web site, nature.org/oregon. 

Beyond the Blasts
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Armed with machetes, an Austin-based group of
teenage girls hacked away invasive teasel and other
weeds and lugged woody debris to improve flood-
plain channels, laboring for six days at the
Conservancy’s Dunstan Homestead Preserve on the
Middle Fork John Day River. Not the way many high
schoolers spend their summer vacation, to be sure,
but these girls are different.

Working hard for nature isn’t new to this dedicated
group of nine. While sixth graders, they dreamed big
and formed the Wildthings, their own personal
crusade to help wildlife and the environment. 

“There’s such guilt from living in a consumer society,”
said group member Savannah Ritter. “Helping nature
helps us feel better about ourselves.” 

Now seniors, the Wildthings have an impressive
resumé that includes rehabilitating wolves, sea turtles
and dolphins. But while the animal work was inter-
esting, the girls decided two years ago to focus on
restoring habitats or, as they describe it, “work that
makes a real difference for everyone.” 

With some Web surfing, they discovered Dunstan
Homestead Preserve and the Conservancy’s efforts 

there to restore former river meanders and stream-
side vegetation. They decided they wanted to help
improve habitat for wild spring Chinook salmon,
summer steelhead and other native wildlife, too.

Oregon’s longest undammed river, the John Day is
one of more than 30 sites where the Conservancy is
working to ensure a secure future for Pacific Ocean
salmon, part of our Campaign for a Sustainable Planet.

The Wildthings were captivated by Eastern Oregon. 
“We had planned to nap during the drive east from 

Portland,” Savannah said, “but the landscape was sim-
ply too spectacular to sleep through. We’d love to vol-
unteer locally in Texas but, honestly, it’s just too hot.”

We think the girls from Texas are, well, way cool.
“The Wildthings were a pleasure to have around,”
said Margaret Carey, preserve steward. “Their
incredible energy and dedication were so helpful and
inspiring. I sincerely hope we see them again!”

To read a Wildthing’s first-hand account of working
on the Middle Fork John Day, and to learn more
about Dunstan Homestead Preserve, visit us on the
Web at nature.org/oregon.

For more information about any of these gift options, please contact Wes Milligan, director of planned giving, at 503 802-8100 or wmilligan@tnc.org.
You can also fill out this coupon and mail it in the enclosed envelope. 

Please send more information on:
❏ Gifts of Stock ❏ Gifts of Real Estate
❏ Gifts that Provide Income
❏ I have already included The Nature Conservancy in my estate plan. 

Name(s)
Address
City, State, Zip
Daytime phone
Date(s) of birth (for life income gifts)
Size of gift being considered (for life income gifts)
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What better legacy is there to leave than your commitment to protecting this great Earth for generations to come? Writing a check isn’t your only avenue to doing
so. Here are some additional tax-wise options for you to consider:

Oswald West State Park, Oregon © Melissa Roy-Hart/TNC

Leave a legacy for future generations

Please consult with your financial advisor as to a gift’s suitability.     PORPM081007001

Gifts of Stock: By transferring appreciated stock to The Nature Conservancy, you
can avoid the stock’s capital gain tax while receiving a charitable income tax deduc-
tion for its full fair market value (if you itemize your deductions).

Gifts of Real Estate: The Nature Conservancy accepts gifts of all types of real
estate, including undeveloped land and residential and commercial properties. By
deeding the property directly to us, you can avoid capital gains tax as well as the time

and effort to maintain and sell the property. Real estate gifts can take several weeks
to process, however, so plan accordingly for a 2008 gift. Minimum gift $100,000.

Gifts that Provide Income: The Nature Conservancy offers a variety of gift plans
that pay you and/or your loved ones an income for remaining lifetimes. You also
receive an immediate income tax deduction, and may receive tax-favored income.
Minimum age 50, minimum gift $5,000.

They came, they saw, they helped
Teenage girls from Texas help restore an Oregon river for wild salmon

The Wildthings are Texas high school seniors dedicated to 
helping wildlife and the environment. They organize fund-

raisers to cover their travel costs, including a visit this
summer to help restore salmon habitat on Oregon’s 

Middle Fork John Day River. © Laura Moran/TNC

The Power to Save Our Salmon
You care about the Earth, so you recycle, drive 
as little as possible and, perhaps, buy green
power. But did you know that, if you’re a Pacific
Power or Portland General Electric customer,
your bill can help protect and restore Oregon’s
salmon habitats? The Nature Conservancy 
distributes the Salmon Habitat Fund to cost-
effective, on-the-ground projects. Learn how 
to sign up at nature.org/oregon, and help save
Oregon’s salmon today!
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PERMIT NO. 428It’s one of the best-

known slogans in the
history of advertis-
ing, but employees
of Beaverton-based
Nike are proving
“Just do it” is more
than a simple catch-
phrase. 

Last May, 97 staff members spent their day restoring
riparian habitats on the banks of the Sandy River outside
Portland. Part of a collaborative project between the
Conservancy and Oregon Parks and Recreation, four
volunteer teams competed at building trails, pulling
invasive garlic mustard and English ivy, and removing
non-native Himalayan blackberry in preparation for a
replanting project at Dabney State Park. “It was amazing
to watch the Nike teams in action,” said Jason Dumont,
Portland area preserves manager. “With their spirit of
friendly competition combined with the joy of working
outside, they accomplished an enormous amount of
work! We’re really looking forward to seeing them again
next year.”

For more information about how you or your team can
help protect Oregon’s ecologically important lands and
waters, please visit the volunteer section of our Web site,
nature.org/oregon.

821 S.E. 14th Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97214
nature.org/oregon

A publication of The Nature Conservancy in Oregon     
503 802-8100    nature.org/oregon    Melissa Roy-Hart, editor

Last Great Places Society

We extend our deep appreciation to members of Oregon’s Last Great Places Society—and to others listed here who have contributed gifts of $10,000 or more
since August, 2007—for maintaining The Nature Conservancy’s capacity to preserve the diversity of life on Earth. 

Anonymous (7) • Anastasia & Ed Aaron • Robert S. & Julia S. Ball • Dr. Stephen Bennett • John & Patty Bentley • Katherine Bisbee II Fund* • The Bridges Foundation
Victor U. Buenzle • Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Cameron • Ms. Dale Clark • Dr. Jeffrey L. Clark • Mrs. Maribeth W. Collins • Crane Creek Family Fund* • Mr. & Mrs. Jim Delp

John & Julie Dixon • James J. & Diane B. Drake • Roy and Shirley Durst 1994 Charitable Trust • Stephanie J. Fowler & Irving J. Levin/Renaissance Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gibbs • John Gray Charitable Fund* • Mr. Glen E. Guttormsen • David C. Harrison & Joyce Millen • Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Hayes, Jr./Hayes Fund*

Mr. Clifford H. Heselton • Mrs. Roxie Howlett • Judith & Kirk Johansen • Mr. & Mrs. Frank Jungers/Frank & Julie Jungers Fund* • Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keiser/
Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Keiser Fund* • Burton W. Lazar & Claire Stock • Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Leupold Jr. • Michael T. Lewis • William E. Lewis • Mrs. Jane Malarkey
Christopher & Catherine Mathews • McGrath Family Foundation • Dr. & Mrs. Edward McLean • Bob & Vi Metzler • Don & Traute Moore • William Neuhauser &

Laura Byerly/William Neuhauser and Laura Byerly Oregon Fund* • Oregon Community Foundation • Dr. & Mrs. David Osgood • Mr. Judson M. Parsons &
Ms. Diana V. Gardener • Merritt & Heather Paulson • Ms. Adele Rodriguez • Harry R. Spence • Anne & Henry Sturtevant • David & Christine Vernier

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Viehl • Mr. & Mrs. Jan Ward • Richard & Doris Waring • Ann C. Werner • Jane E. Werner • Mr. & Mrs. William Whitsell
Wiancko Family Donor Advised Fund of the Community Foundation of Jackson Hole • M. A. Willson • John & Pem Winquist

* of The Oregon Community Foundation

Nike volunteers
“Just do it” for nature
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The Nature Conservancy
in Oregon

Member Households
22,578

Last Great Places
Society Members

60

Acres protected
494,511

Acres managed
140,660

Preserves and cooperatively
managed areas

46
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Fender’s blue butterfly egg (Icaricia icarioides fenderi)
on Kincaid’s lupine (Lupinus sulphureus ssp. kincaidii)

© Jen Newlin Bell/TNC

The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to preserve 
the plants, animals and natural communities that represent 
the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and 
waters they need to survive.
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